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ABRIDGMENT OF VIRGINIA LAWS, 1694. 145 

An Abridgement of the Laws of Virginia. 

(continued) 



MARRIAGES. 

Pr. La. 12 Ent. None to be married but by Minist" nor by 
y™ but by License or publishing y e banes. 

No marriage valid but such as is made by y' minister accord- 
ing to y e Law of England, y e minister not marrying w^out License 
frum y* Gov', his deputy or thrice publishing y e banes, if y e per- 
sons dwell in two p'shes y e banes must be asked in both & cer- 
tificate to passe from Curate to Curate accordingly. 

The Minister y l marries contrary to this act fined io,ooolb 
tob°. 

Pr. La. 17 Ent. Licenses for marriages how to issue. 

Persons desiring License shall go to ye elk. of y" County 
Court & give bond y' y r is none Lawfull cause to hinder y° mar- 
riage, upon w " y° elk. shall draw License & certificate to y" first 
in Comicon for y' County or such other as ye Gov' shall depute 
y* he hath taken bond, & he there upon shall sign ye License & 
y* elk. shall yearly in 7"' Court return in y e names of y' p'ties mar- 
ried & of y' security to y e Sacretaries Office their to be recorded 
& deliver an acco' of y e fees due for y* License to y* Collector of 
y e County under ye penalty of 1,000ft tobo. to ye use of the 
Gov'. 

Fees. 

To y e Gov', . . 20' or 200 to y e Sacretary, . 40ft tob. 

To y" elk 50 to y e Ministers, . . 

To y* Minister by license, 200, if by baine^, 50. 

Act 6 1670 Ent. Licences for marriages how to Issue. 

En. y* no clerk Issue licence for marriages but y' County Clerk 
where ye maid her parent or guardian dwell, & y' he grant not any 
such certificate w lll out y e p'sonal consent of ye parents or Guard- 
ian & to aver y e same in his certificate upon pain of forfeiting 
his place. 

Pr. La. 99 Ent. against secret marriages. 

No Minist™ shall publish ye bains or celebrate ye marriage be- 
tween Serv" unless he have a certificate from y' Masters yt it is 
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done w* their consent under y* penalty of 10,000ft tobo. & ye 
Servants procureing y m selves to be married w"out Consent of 
their Masters shall serve a year & if any being free shall secretly 
marry w" a Servant he or she shall pay ye mr. of y° Serv' 1 , 500ft 
tobo. or a years service & y* Serv' shall serve ye whole time & 
a year after. 

MILITIA. 

Act 23 1666 Ent. an act emposeing fines on refractory 
persons. 

En. Every Soldier not appearing fined 100ft tobo to be dis- 
posed for y* use of y e Regim', y e Command" return to y e Sherr. 
shalbe Sufficient warr' to distrain for it upon refusall, unless be- 
fore y* laying of y* levy y* party fined do shew to y e Comand' 
Sufficient cause for his absence. 

Act 4 1684 Ent. an act for y* better Suply of y e Country w ,h 
armes & amunition. 

All armes w ,b y* Standing Militia now have or hereafter shall 
provide shall not be impressed nor be liable to distress, seizure, 
attach"" or execution after y* 25 th of March, 1686. Every 
Trooper is to provide a good saddle, armes & furniture fit for a 
Trooper & other furniture fit for a foot Soldier & y l each provide 
2ft) powder & 8ft shot & keep their armes clean & fixed, ye 
Trooper failing fined 400ft tob° & ye foot man 200 to y" King 
for ye use of ye Country to provide Colours & Drums & Trumpets. 
The Coll. to cause a gen" muster y e 1" thursday in oct' yearly or 
oftener if occasion & every Cap' to exercise at least once in 3 
months. 

Act 1 1693 Ent. an act appointing Rangers on y e Frontiers 
of y* 4 great Rivers. 

En. y' from y e last of aprill, 1694, one Lt., eleaven Sold" 
& 2 Indians be Levied to Range at y" heads of y e rivers, each 
River so many 

Lts. pay finding all 5,000ft tobo. and cask pr. annum. Sol- 
ders finding all 3,000ft tobo. & caske p r annum. Indians 8 yards 
of duffells and 2 barr" Indian corne, to be provided by y' Lt. who 
shalbe reimbursed in y* next pub. Levy, y* Lieut, to provide 
by warr' from y* Comand' in Chief of y" County for each of y' 
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Indians an able horse, bridle & Sadie & y* owner to be paid by 
y e Country after y" rate of 30ft tobo. p r moneth. 

The comanders in chief to take care y' y* Soldiers be duly 
Exercised & an accot. there of sent to y' Sacretaries office. It 
is further Enacted y' upon any emergency such Soldiers as y* 
Gover 1 w* y e advice of ye councill shall Levy shalbe pd. out of 
y e pub. Levy, a Cap' finding all after y* Rate of ten thousand 
pounds tob° p r annum, Lt. & Soldiers as before. An English 
man or Indian bringing news to any Officer, civil or military, 
such officer shall diligently inquire y* ground of it & if it prove 
true & be serviceable y" he y' brought it shalbe rewarded, but if 
false punished, y" County Court to consider y" reward & Certify 
it to y e assembly for allowance & to Inflict a suitable punish" 1 . 
This act in force till ye last of aprill, 1695. 



MILLS. 



Pr. La. 121 Ent*. ag* exacting Millers. 

All maner of mills to provide Stillards or stapele weights & 
Scales to receive and deliver grain & y' for sufficient grinding 
they take about 6 tt part for toll upon penally of 1,000ft tobo. & 
y e grand jury to inquire thereof. 

Act 16 1666. An act for Millars to grind according to turn, 
he y' refuseth to grinde according to turn shalbe fined i,ooott> 
tobo. & if he be a Serv' punished at y* discreation of y' County 
Court unless he can prove he did it by his Mast" order & y* y* 
fine shalbe recovered ag' him. 

Act 3 1667 Ent. an act of encouragem* for erecting mills, if 
a person willing to erect a mill hath Land only on one side a 
conve' place for it & y e own' on y* other side refuse an acre for y' 
purpose, y e County Court upon his request shall ord r two cred- 
ible persons or Comicon" to view y* Land & if it not take away 
housing, orchards or other imediat conveniency to vallue it & 
for y* consideracon payd to put ye party requiring into poss'ion. 

Act 3 169^ Ent. an act for Encouragem* to Erect fulling 
mills. 

En. y' Same previledg be given to Such as to undertakers 
of other mills 
& by y e s 4 Act 1667 like liberty for 2 acres of Land for erecting 
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churches & Court h6uses, but in case they be deserted y e Land 
shall revert to y* i" proprietor paying w' he Received for it. 

Act i 167 1 Ent. an act prohibiting Millers y e takeing of 
more y" }& part of English grain toll for grinding thereof, by 
this act y* toll for grinding English grain is ascertained ]A part 
& for Indian % part & y 1 y e Miller exceeding that shall undergo 
y e penalty of y' 16 Act 1666. 



NATURALIZATION. 

Act 2 1680 Ent. an act for naturalizacon. by this act y e 
Gover' for y e time being by a pub. Instrucment under y e broad 
Seal may declare any alien now in or w ch after shall come 
upon his takeing y* oaths of allegiance fully naturalized, who 
shall by vertue of this act have equall previledg w' h ye natural 
borne subject. 

The Gove r shall have 40' & his elk. io", by this act also where 
an alien hath formerly patented or purchased Land or other 
Real Estate & sold it again ye same is secured & confirmed to 
y* purchaser & his heirs forever, but this act shall not be con- 
strued to enable any forreigner to do any thing w oh by y e Laws 
of England concerning y" plantacons he is disabled to doe. 



NEWS. 



Pr. La. 91 Ent. divulgers of false news. 

Whoso shall forge & divulg a false report tending to y e trouble 
of y° Country he shall by y e next Justice be bound over to ye 
County Court where if he produce not his author he slialbe fin'd 
two thousand pound tobo. or lesse & give bond for his behavior 
if it appear y" he did maliciously publish or Invent it. 

ORDINARIES. 

Pr. La. 97 ent. ordinaries keepers how to sell. 

En. all wine, Beer & other strong drink shalbe retailed by 
English Sealed Measures & Every ordinary Keeper shall sell or by 
such be put down & fined s.ooolb tob" & every ordinary- Keeper 
shall have a License from y e Com" of y' county & signed by y 
first in Comicon & give bond to sell at ye rates Sett by y* Comi- 
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con". To pay ye Gove" 350ft tobo. for his license & to do 
according to y* Laws of England. 

Act 9 1668 Ent. an act for restraint of tipling houses, by 
this Commis" are to take especial care for ye Suppressing of y* 
exorbitant number of tipling houses & not to p'mit more than 
two in a County & those near y e Court house unless at port, 
Ferrys and great Roads for accoinodacon of Travellers & good 
security be taken of those y" have License to conform to y* Laws 
& y' all. keeping tipling houses without License be fined 2,000ft 
tobo., x / 2 to y* county ^ to y* Informer. 

Act 10 1676-7. An act Regulating Ordinaries & y e price of 
Liqu". 

By this act 2 ordinaries are to be admitted in a county except 
where y e .Gen" Court shalbe held, y' y' power of granting license 
be in y e County Courts, y* gover' being paid as by former Laws 
& that none be licensed but such as give bond to finde & pro- 
vide Constantly for Travellers good diet & Lodging & horse, 
meet & to Sell at these rates. 

Virg* Drams, Strong Beer or ale as hereafter by y* act 1671, 
Sider or perry boyld 20ft Tobo. pr. gall., raw 18. Lodging 3ft 
tob. p r night, diet at ye Gen" Court 1 2ft tobo. p r meal for y" 
master & y e man 8, and in ye County ordinaries 10 for y' master 
& 6 for y* Serv', pastuage 6ft tob" p r day & night & if housed 
Indian corn at y" rate of 40ft tobo. pr. bush", oates 60 pr. bush", 
to secure all horses from running away or being stolen or to pay 
y e charge of finding y" or pay for y™ if lost. 

That ye Justices in May & 9"' yearly at ye County Court house 
set y' Rates upon liquors not here rated at y e marquit price & 
y' ordinary Keepers advance not above ct. pr. ct. upon penalty of 
ten fold such exaction & whosoever shall give more y" is here set 
down shall pay 5 fold y e sum over paid & ye Justices failing to 
meet as afores'd to be fined 5,000ft tobo & cask, *4 to y* use of 
y e county l / 2 to ye Informer & y' ordinary Keeper transgressing 
this Law to be fined solikewise. 

Act 6 1667 Ent. an act Rating ordinary Keepers. None to 
have License before he give bond to sell, viz: 

Dyet for M r 15ft, for Serv' 10ft, for Lodging 5ft. Spanish 
Wine p r gall 10" or iooft, french wine 8" or 80ft, Brandy, Eng. 
Sperits or Virg* drams 160ft, rum iooft, Beer 40ft. 
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Sider or perry 25ft & he y* sells at greater rates for y' first of- 
fence 1,000ft tobo., 2 s License taken away & ye penalty of y* 
bond, *4 to y*. Informer }4 to ye County. 

Act 3 d 167 1 Ent. an act for y* moderacon of Liquor rates. 
En. yt. Spanish wine be io' or 100ft tob" p' gall", french wines 8' 
or 80ft. 

Brandy, Eng. Spirits or virg* drams 10* or 100ft, Beer, Cider 
or perry 2' or 20. Beer Brewed w ,b Mallasses 1" or 10ft, penalty 
for exceeding as pr. y* former act. 

Act 3 1 69 1 Ent. An act prohibiting ordinary keepers to give 
c' to Seamen & others. By this an ordinary is prohibited to 
trust or sell drink for more y" y e vallue of 300ft tobo. in one 
year to any unless he be worth 50^ sterl. or have two Serv" 
upon pain of losing all such over plus tob" & where any ordinary 
Keeper shall gitt a bill for more under pretence it is for other 
goods in one year & ye fraud be proved he shall forfeit double 
y* sum of y e obligation, }4 to ye King, }4 to ye Informer & be 
uncapable of keeping ordinary & if an ordinary keeper be fore- 
warn' d by a M' of a Ship entertaining any of his Seamen he 
shalbe liable to such damages as is provided in y e act ag' enter- 
taining of other Serv". 

This act not to extend to y e ordinary keepers of James city 
give Credit in Gen" Court or assembly time. 



ORPHANS. 

Pr. La. 66 Ent. concerning orphans. 

Where Exec"' refuse y* Court to appoint others to act accord- 
ing to ye will but if y e will be so y' no pet son will undertake it 
y D y e Estate shalbe managed as an In Testates, viz: y* if y e es- 
tate will bare it y° orphan shalbe maintained out of y" Interest 
but if not he shalbe bound out to a handy craft trade till 21, Ex- 
cept he have a Relacon will maintain him w^out deminution of 
y* principal w oh whether great or small to be delivered to y' or- 
phans at v* years appointed by Law. Cattle, horses & sheep 
to be returned in kinde & plate & mony to be preserved & de- 
livered in kind, other house-hold stuff to be appraised in money 
& y" vallue paid to ye orph. in Country Commodities at y* price 
curr'. That ye court take able Secur. for ophans estate to have 
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it changed as they think fit & they enquire whether orphans be 
maintained & Educated according to their Estates & if they find 
defects to Remove y" orphans to other guardians & to chang 
ther M™ if too rigorous or negligent to teach y m . That ten p r 
ct. be allowed to guardians for collecting Debts. 

That 30ft tob" pr. day be allowed to an appraisor & if y* 
funer 11 Expenses be Excessive they be regulated by y" Court ac- 
cording to y* proportion of y" Estate & quallity of y" person. 

Pr. La. 67 Ent. orphans Lands not to be aliened. 

That y* County Courts take care y" orphans land be not aliened 
sold or taken up as deserted during y* minority of orphans & y' 
y" Guardian do not let out any orphans Land longer tell he come 
of age & oblige ye tenant to plant an orchard & build a good 
house, keep good fences & ye houses in Repair & leave it ten- 
antable at his Surrender & make such provision in ye lease as to 
prevent wast of Timber for any use but y e plantacon. 

Act 4 1 67 1 Ent. an act how negros belonging to orphans of 
intestates shalbe disposed of. 

The County Courts are impowered either to cause y e negros 
to be appraised, sold at an out cry or preserved in kind as they 
think most expedient for y" orphans Interest. 

Act 2 1672 Ent. an additional act Concerning orphans Es- 
tates, y' it shalbe Lawfull for y* County Courts to dispose of 
orphans estates according to y" best of their Judgm" & advant. 
of y* orphans in such cases where they cannot find persons will- 
ing to take according to 66 act pr. la. 

Act 7 1679 Ent. an act for secureing orphans estates, y' be- 
fore ord" for administracon be granted good security be taken 
for y' parties due administracon according to Law & such Justices 
as sit in Court, when such ord r is granted & neglect to make 
ord r for secur. shall make good y° estate in case it be imbecilled 
by y" administrator & y' all Justices before they sign administra- 
con require certificate from y e elk. y' secur. is given. 

<&"The Governor signes. 



PARDON. 

Act 1 1680 Ent. an act of free & Gen" pardon, Indemnity 
& oblivion. 
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By this all Treasons & misprisons, murders, felonies, crimes & 
misdemeanors done before y e I6" 1 June, 1676, are pardon'd ex- 
cept Nat. Bacon who is adjudged by this act attainted of high 
Treasons & his estate accordingly forfeited & except Giles Bland, 
Anthony Arnold, Rich 4 Turner, Rich" Pomfry, John Isle, Robt. 
Stokes, John Watson, Wm. Scarburgh who were all Legally 
Convicted & executed except Rich" Lawrence who fled. 

If Jos. Ingram, Gregory Wacklet, Tho. Whaley, Jon. Forth, 
John Langston hereafter accept or exercise any office in virg* 
they to be accepted & for any wrong yt. hath ever comitted be- 
tween The first of May & 16 June, 1676, for w°" no Judg ml ob- 
tained before y e 25 Aprill, 1679, no Sattisfaccon to be given or 
required but where ye goods of any not ingaged in ye Rebellion 
have been taken away between y e 1" of May & 16 of Jan'y shall 
be found in ye possession of any other person y" owner may sue 
for & recover y m , & Serv" in y* rebellion not to be further pun- 
ished y n y' time incurring between y e s" 1" of may & 16 Jan 1 * 
shalbe accounted no part of their service, & it is En. y* no ver- 
dict, Judg"^ & Indict"", Informacon, Decrees, Sentances, probats 
of Wills, administracons, writs, orders or other proceedings in 
Law made or execution thereupon before y' passing of this act 
shalbe avoyded but be of such force & effect as if y° person as- 
suming y" y* title of Gover' & Council had been Legally so; And 
it is En. y' whoso shall malliciously & advisedly by speach or 
writing defame y e Gover' shalbe imprisoned a year w ,b out bail, 
&c, & forfeit as shalbe adjudged not exceeding above 500^ 
sterl. to ye King & whoso shall defame y e councill", Judges & 
other principall Officers shalbe imprison" 3 months w tt out bail, 
&c. , & forfeit as shalbe adjudged not exceeding 100^ sterl. to 
ye King, &c. 

PLANTCUTTING. 

Act 2 1684 Ent. an act for y e better preservacon of y e peace 
of Virg* & preventing unlawfull & treasonable associations. 
That if any person or persons to y" number of 8 or above being 
assembled together shall after ye first day of June next goe about 
w th force unfawfull to cut, pull up or destroy tob° plants in beds 
or hills destroy y e same either curing or cured in hh"' or out, or 
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pull down, burn or destroy y* houses where it lyes, being com- 
manded in y e King's name by y* Gover., one of y* Coun" or a 
Justice to disperse, &c, shall continue together 4 hours after 
such proclamacon made at or nere y" place where such persons 
are assembled y" every such person shalbe deem'd, declared & 
adjudged Traitors & Suffer death & forfeit in cases of high 
Treason provided he be prosecuted ag' w ,h in 12 moneths after y e 
offence comitted. 



PRISONS. 

Act 5 1684. An act repealing y" 42 & 43 acts of ye printed 
Laws & for building prisons in each County & for assertaining 
rules to each Prison, by this act y e 42 & 43 acts are Repealed 
& a strong virg* prison ordered to be built & Continued in each 
county by y" Justices at y° Charge of y" County under y* penalty 
of 5,000ft tobo. & being answerable for escape for want of such 
& ye Justices are hereby impower'd to lay out lands adjoyning 
to such prisons not above 80 pole square for liberty of prisons 
not comitted for Treason or fellony upon bond to y e Sherr. for 
true I m prison m l & so long as such prison" shall keep y e rules 
it shalbe no escape. It is further Enacted y l y* bounds be marked 
out & notified by y e Justices & Entered upon y* records where 
prisons are y e county is excused from building a new one. 



PUBLIC CLAIMES. 

Act 2 1691 Ent. An act directing how pub. claims shalbe cer- 
tified, allowance. 

That before every Assembly, County Courts shalbe held for 
y* proof of every Pub. Debts & y' certificate w'° a full acct. of 
all p'ticalars claimed & by w' authority & for w' Service y* same 
is due to be issued by y e elk. , Endorsed upon y e accot. claim 4 
& delivered to ye Burg", proof to be made by y* oath of y e 
claim". At least & where ye claim amonts to 100ft tobo. y* 
clerk to have for fee 20ft in y" pub. Levy if under nothing. 

Claims to be returned to y e 1" or 2 4 Assembly or to be excluded. 
Sherr* for pub. Service to have nothing but wt. is set down in y" 
La. for Sherr. fees. This act to be published at every church 



154 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

y' Sunday before such Court by y* Sherr. or his Deputy and at 
such Court by y* clerks. 



RUNAWAIES. 

Pr. La. 102 Ent. Runawaies. 

Runawaies are to make Sattisfaccon by service double y" time 
of service neglected & if they run away in y* cropps & y* charge 
of recovering be extraordinary y* court shall Judge a longer time 
of Service, proportionable to ye damage & y° Master y' intends 
to take y' benefit of this act shall as soon as he hath got his 
Serv' carry him to y e next com' & there prove y e time of absence 
& charg of recovery upon w° h he shall have Certificate from y e 
com™ & y e court on y' certificate pass Judg mt for service & if any 
English Serv 1 run away w" 1 a negro he shall serve y" Mr. of y e 
negro so long as y" negro ought, if he had not been a slave w" 
his time, if ther be more Xtians y° one each to serve his pro- 
portion & if y e negro dye or be Lost y* Xtian serv" in comp* 
shall by proportion pay 4,5001b tobo & Cask or 4 years service. 

Act 11 1666 Ent. An act imposeing a fine for Enterta"" of 
Runa". whosoever shall harbor a Runaway Serv' shall pay 60ft 
tob. per day & night to y' owner of y e Serv', this to extend to 
serv" only by first indenter. 

Act 4 1668. An act about Correcting of Runaways. That 
Corporal punish" 1 Inflicted on a Runaway Serv' by Mast' or 
magistrate shall not barr y* Sattisfaccon by Law to y" Master. 

Act 8 1669. An act lor Encouragemt. to apprehend Runa- 
waies. by this act for taking up a Runaway Serv' either by In- 
denture, Custom or Coven' is allowed. 1,000ft tobo. to be 
J®"refunded by service, he y' takes up y* Runaway shall carry 
him to y" next Justice & have his certificate to y* assembly & y" 
deliver him to y° constable who is to convey him to y e next con- 
stable, &c. , & so to his M r . Every constable to give his receipt 
for y* runaway & for his Escape to yay 1,000ft tobo. & for re- 
imburshing y" publick y* County Court is impower'd to make 
4®*sale of y* Serv' after his service due his M' is expired. 

Act 1 1670 Ent. An act concerning Runaways. The act of 
1669 is by this continued but ye 1,000ft tob° reduced to 200 if 
runaway be found above 10 miles from his M"' house & 100 if 



ABRIDGMENT OF VIRGINIA LAWS, 1 694. 155 

above 5 to be paid by y* publick in ye Co" wher y e taker up 
dwell. Y" slave too is here comprehended but y* Serv 1 after his 
Expiracon of his time to his M r shall serve 4 months for every 
200 to such as he shall be assigned to by y' assembly or a com' 
from them. That y* Master of y e Serv' y' has Runaway shall 
keep his hair close cut under y' penalty of ioolb tobo. for every 
time y' fuguitive shalbe after y* 2 4 time taken up, y 2 to ye pub. 
J^ to ye Informer & every Con""" into whose hands a Runaway 
shall come by a Justice's warr' shall whip him severely, tho y' 
warr' omitt it, & y" to convey him to ye next Cons""" who is to 
do y* like, &c, untill he come to his Master. Every Consta. 
shall give a receipt for y e runaway & if escape be made y e of- 
fender cons tbIe shall pay 400ft tob. , ]A to ye Informer % to y' 
pub. Y e former fine of i.oooft repealed, y* rest of this act is 
out of force. 

Act 1 1680 Ent. and additional act about runawayes. 

By this act y e 1" act of 1670 is continued w ,h these alteracons, 
viz: That every certificate for taken up a runaway before be ad- 
mitted to y" assembly shall mention ye M™ proper Xtian & Sur- 
name, County where they dwell, time of takeing up y* sd. Serv' 
& distance of place from y* Masters planta. , & y" proper & sur- 
name of y" serv' & at y* same of Assembly w° such certificate is 
allowed in all the like sum shalbe assessed upon y" Mr. of y* 
Serv', for w ,b he shalbe reimbursed by services according to 
aforesd. act & such certificate shall come proved from y* county 
court as all other claimes. 

Act 3 1684 Ent. An act Repealing y e act concerning pursute 
of runawaies. 

By this 8 act 1663 is repealed. 

Act 5 1662. an act for punish of Scandulous ps'ons. 

En. That in accons of slander occasioned by ye wife after 
Judg"" for Damages if the husband refuse payment y* woman 
shalbe ducked once for every 500ft tobo. contained in y* order. 

Pr. La. 35 Ent. Court not to take cogniznnce of anything 
under 200ft tobo. , part of this act that no words shalbe action- 
able but such as by law will bring y" person to punish"'. 

Vide this act at large under Title Courts. 
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SERVANTS. 

Pr. La. 98 Ent. Serv'ts, how long to serve. Serv'ts com- 

"ing in w ,b out Indenture shall serve 5 years if above 16, if 
under till 24 ye county courts to Judge of their age. 

Pr. La. 101. Entitled heired Serv'ts. That every Serv' after 
his time is expired at ye County Court Enf his freedom & take 
Certificate from ye Clerk & yt. shall be sufficient warr' for y'm 
yt. Entertain him & if he shall after become Serv' to another, 
ye Mast' yn. hiring him shall take his Certificate of freedom & 
keep it till his time is out & whosoever shall harbour a Serv 1 or 
heired freeman Runaway having no certificate shall pay to ye 
Master 30ft tobo. pr. day & night for all ye time they entertaine 
ym. , but if a Runaway Serv' forge a certificate or Steal ye true 
one, ye person y u Entertaine him shalbe free, but ye serv 1 
t&°( Altered by 1 1 Act, 1666.) shall stand in ye pillory two hours 
on a Court day, & if ye Certificate happen to be worn out ye 
cl'k shall grant a new one but in it y' shall mention ye loss of 
ye 1st & if a person coming injfree Contract w' h any & before ye 
time be out go to another, he shall first p'form ye 1st contract 
& pay ye damages ye other contractor sustaines. 

Pr. La. 103 Ent. Cruelty of M" prohibited. The M r shall 
provide for his serv' competent diet, cloathing & Lodging & in 
Correction use Moderacon, for it is Lawfull for ye serv' giving 
notice to his Master, & haveing Just cause of compl't, to make 
compl't to a com", & if he find ye same to be Just he is to give 
ord r for warning ye M r to ye next Co'ty Court. 

Pr. La. 104 Ent. Against unruly Serv". 

The Serv' for laying violent hands upon his Mr., Mrs. or 
overseer shall serve a year. 

Pr. La. 105 Ent. ag' Tradeing w th Serv". Who ever shall 
buy, sell, trade or truck w" 1 a Serv' w lh out Leave of his Mr. 
shall Suffer a monthes Imprisonm" w^out Bail or mainprize, & 
give Security for his good behaviour & forfeit to ye Mr. 4 Times 
ye vallue of ye things traded for. 

Act 2, 1662 Ent. An act Concerning Serv". owners of 
goods, Serv" y' bring in goods unless it be their wareing appar" 
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or have any consigned to y'm shall have ye property, and have 
permission of their Mr. may sell them. 

Act 8, 1662. An act concerning Serv" being ye reputed 
Fathers of Basterd Children. 

Where a basterd is gott by a serv't ye parish shall keep ye 
child, after ye Reputed is free he shall make Sattisfaccon. 

Act 11, 1662. An act concerning Serv" brought in under 16 
years of age. Ye Mr. shall carry his serv' if under age & have 
no Indentures, to Court within 4 Months after he bought him or 
else he shall serve no Long r y'n one of 16 years. 

Act 12 1662 Ent. an act for mulatto children being bound or 
firee according to ye condition of ye mother. 

Every mulatto shalbe bond or free according to y' condicon 
of y° mother, &c. 

Act 5 1665 Ent. an act concerning ye Intent of some form' 
penalties. 

Where a Freeman is punishable by fine a servt. shall receive 
corporall punishm't 20 Lashes for 5001b tobo.. unless any will 
pay ye fine, for w ob if y e Serv* agree he shall perform y' agreem" 
after he is Free & yt. ye Mr. have y* like Remedy. 

Act 12 1666 Ent. An act concerning Serv's coming in w^out 
Indentures. 

That such shall Serve according to their age, viz: if adjudged 
19 Years to Serve 5 years, if under to Serve till 24 & Every 
mast' Intending y e Benefit of this act shall w'Mn 2 courts after he 
buyes such Serv 1 bring him to court. 



SERVANTS & SLAVES. 

Act 2 1667. An act declaring y' Baptism of Slaves doth not 
exempt y m from Bondage. 

Declared y* Baptism doth not alter y* cond'ion of a slave. 

Act 1 1669 Ent. an act about y* casual killing of slaves, if 
a slave Resists his Mast' or other by his Mast™ orders correcting 
him, & by extremity of ye correction chance to dye y' shall not 
be fellony but ye actor acquitted. 

Act y e 5 1670 Ent. an act declareing no Indians nor negros to 
buy Xtian Serv'. 
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No Indian nor negro tho' Baptized & free shalbe capable of 
purchashing Xtians. 

Act 5 1672 Ent. an act concerning Serv" sold for ye custom. 
Every Serv' coming in presumably w"out Indenture shall by 
his Mast' be brought before a Justice & if he declare he hath an 
Indenture but cannot y" produce it he shall have a months time 
& if he then fail he shalbe ever after Barred from his claim by 
reason of a pretended Indenture. 

Act 7 1676 Ent. An act limiting Mrs. dealing w th their Serv". 

No Mr. shall make a bargain w th his Serv" before he be abso- 
lutely free either from his Corn or cloaths or other except before 
or w'* ye approbacon of a Justice or Justices upon pain of for- 
feiting all ye advantages of ye Bargain & to such Serv" such time 
of Service as is due to y e M r w° he makes such Bargains. 

Act 10 1680 Ent. an act for preventing negro Insurrection. 

A negro or slave not to arm w th a club, staff or gun, sword or 
other weapon nor to go from home w ,b out certificate & such not 
to be granted but upon necessary occasions, y e negro offending 
shalbe sent to ye next Con bte who shall give him 20 lashes on y" 
bare back & send him home, if a negro or slave lift his hand 
ag' a Xtian upon proof thereof by ye oath of ye party he shall 
have 30 Lashes on ye bare back & if a slave absent & lurk in 
obscure places & comit Injuries & resist any Lawfull employed 
to apprehend him it shall be lawfull for such person to kill him. 
This Law to be published once in 6 months at y* county courts 
& p r,h churches. 

Act 1 1682 Ent. an act to repeal a former law making In- 
dians & others free. 

By this ye 12th act 1670 Ent. an act who shalbe Slaves re- 
peal' d & all Serv" except Turkes & Moores whilst in amity w ,k 
his Ma' 7 brought in after ye publicacon of this act by sea or land 
whether Negros, Moors, Mallatto or Indians who & whose were 
not Xtians at ye tyme of ye purchase of such Serv" by some 
Xtian are made slaves altho' afterwards & before Such y' impor- 
tacon they shalbe converted to ye Xtian faith & all Indians w " 
hereafter shalbe sold by our neighbouring Indians to be slaves, 
&c. 
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Act 3, 1682 Ent. An aditional act for ye better preventing 
Insurrections by Negros. 

Ye churchwardens of every parish are hereby Enjoyned by 
ye 1st of Jan rt * following to provide copies of this & ye ioth act 
1680, at ye charg of ye p'sh & to caus y m to be enter' d upon ye 
Register & ye Minister or read' some one Sunday in Sep' & 
March after ye 2d Lesson to read both, Churchward., Minister 
or Read' yt. makes default shall forfeit 600ft tobo, y 2 to y* In- 
former Yz to ye poor of y" p'sh & it is further En. yt. after ye 
20 of Jan rJ next no Mr. or overseer should suffer any slave not 
belonging to him not to be upon y° plantation above 4 hours at 
one time w^out his M'" leave upon pain to forfeit 200ft tobo. to 
y e Informer, to be convicted before a Justice by 2 wittnesses. 
Act 16 1691. An act for suppressing outlying slaves. 
Upon Intelligence of outlying slaves 2 Justices, one of y e quo- 
rum, are impowered to issue War' to y° Sherr. to apprehend y m 
& y" Sherr. is required upon all such occasions to raise such force 
as he thinks conv' & if ye slaves resist, runaway or refuse to sur- 
render it shalbe Lawful to kill y m & ye owner shalbe paid by ye 
pub. 4,000 for a negro. 

Act 3 1692. Act for ye more speedy prosecuting slaves Comitt- 
ing Capital Crimes. 

By this act all slaves comitting capitall offences shalbe laid in 
ye County Goal till ye Sherr. obtain y* Gov" comicon of oyer 
& Terminer directed to such persons as he thinks fitt to try y* 
slaves at y e court house of ye county & y* confession of y* party, 
2 witt. or pne with pregnant circumstances w tb out a Jury shalbe 
a nough & if a slave be found guilty they shall pass Judgmt. as 
ye Law of England provides in like case & it is further En. yt. 
all horses, catt. & hogs marked w* a negros marke be by y' 
last of decemb' converted to ye M™ mark of yt. slave or be for- 
feit to ye.poore of y* parish & if a negro quart' be kept w"out 
a Xtian overseer y° damage y T done by y" negros y* master shall 
pay for. 

SHIRRIFFS. 

Pr. La. 45 Ent. Sherr. makeing false returns. 

The sherr. yt. fails to make ret. yt. y* writ is executed 3 daies 
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before ye day In y c Gen" Court & 2 daies in y* county court 
fined i.oooft tobo., y 2 to y* Inform' y 2 to ye County, if ye pe' 
prove ye delivery of ye warrent. 

Pr. La. 46 Ent. Sherrs. to take Bail. 

Sherr. neglecting to take bail or consenting to an escape shalbe 
liable to pay y" award of y e Court & also if y' consent to y e escape 
be proved 1,000ft tobo., y 2 to ye pub. y 2 to y e party grieved, if 
bail be taken & ye party appear not Judg°" shall goe against y e 
Bail, but y e Sherr. or bail may have an attachm' ag' y" parties 
estate & if y c party be brought forth y* next court y° Sherr. or 
Bail shalbe acquited. 

Pr. La. 47 Ent. Non est Inventus. 

w° a sherr. return a non est Inventus he shall declare upon 
oath yt. he hath been at y° def " house & Left a Copy of ye writt 
& if he Refuse order to pass as for non Ret. & if his Ret. be 
allowed, y' d n being called thrice, an attachm' shall Issue ag" his 
Estate returnable y e next Court following where if y' def appeare 
not to repleaven Judg mt shalbe granted y e pl l for his debt, it ap- 
pearing to be due. 

Pr. La. 52 Ent. Y' Sherr. upon y e Instance of y c Treasurer 
or his deputy to collect y° Quit rents. 

quit rents to be collected by y* Sherr. & paid or y* Levies in 
direct Specie of tobo. or money, no fees or debts to be preferred 
to y m under y* penalty for pay™' of other debts before Levies. 

Pr. La. 58 Ent. no arrest to be on ye Saboth dayes. 

by this no Sherr.. &c, shall execute any writt, &c, upon y' 
Saboth day, 30 Jan'', 29 May nor at Gen" must" or election of 
Burgesses Except for riots, fellony or Suspicion of fellonies * * 
out of prison. 

Pr. La. 60 Ent. Com" to take Secur of Sheriffs. 

En. Yt. com" be answerable to ye pub. for all Levies & for 
ye Sherr. performance of his place & they are impower'd to 
take Secur. of him to save y m selves — no Justice to be liable but 
Such as are of ye comicon w° ye defence is made. 

Act 1, 1662 Ent. an act concerning sherr. making false ret. 

Where a Sherr. shalbe proved to have executed a writt & yet 
made a false ret. he shalbe fined 3000ft tobo., y 2 to ye pub, y 
to ye party delayed by it. 

("to be concluded) 



